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Call for chapters 
 

Gender and Religion.  
Contemporary and Future Challenges 

  

 Glenda Bonifacio, Consuelo Corradi, Elisabetta Ruspini (Eds.) 

  

  
The book aims to discuss, using an interdisciplinary perspective that should be 

representative of different religious traditions, the relationship between social 

change, gender identities and religions/religiosity in the contemporary world. The 

intersections of these factors remain under-studied and often under-theorized 

field of research across disciplines.  

Religions seem to support traditional gender roles; the dominant religious 

doctrines were and still are formulated by men. But interpretations to these 

doctrines have shifted to allow more critical appreciation of gender roles among 

scholars and practitioners. As well, gender identities are rapidly changing and, 

consequently, the relations between women and men. Female identities have 

undergone the most intense transformations, for example: women’s increasing 

investment in education; their growing aspirations for self-achievement in work 

(the condition of financial autonomy is today inalienable); a greater involvement in 

working life; the possibility to decide regarding reproduction choices; and the free 

expression of their sexualities. Some interesting changes may also be observed 

among the younger male generations that contribute to new religious modalities.  

Recent studies have shown that there is a strong connection between social 

change—such as  the impact of ICTs, globalization, increased intercultural and 

transcultural interaction and exchange, migration processes—and religious 

identities. Overall, recent literature has revealed a great complexity and often 

contradiction in late modern negotiations of religion and secularism by girls and 

boys, women and men, and a range of possibilities for change (see for example 

Gross, Davies and Diab, 2013; Ruspini and Crespi, 2014). 

How people experience their religious identity in a new context or country is 

also a theme now needing more complex attention. Religiosity is one key factor 
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for determining the attitudes of first generation migrants on gender role attitudes 

and gender egalitarianism (Bonifacio and Angeles, 2010; Röder, 2011).  

Starting from these premises, we are particularly interested in receiving 

abstracts submissions which propose articles based on empirical research (using 

a variety of “qualitative” and “quantitative” methods) addressing the following 

themes and issues: 

• The attitudes of different religions to gender equality. If/how the different 

religions actively promote respect of women’s rights? Where religious 

education is permitted in schools, and how this teaching is in conformity 

with gender equality principles?; 

• If (where and how) women have opportunity to influence religious doctrine 

and if this opportunity is increasing with the generational turnover 

(Millennials and Gen Z); 

• How women construct their identity through religious activity. How women 

negotiate personal identities within religions that limit the role of women? 

(for example women who have strong disagreements with Catholic 

doctrines and remain committed to Catholicism). Is there a way to 

reconcile faith and feminism? Do these processes change within different 

religious traditions? Does this offer today a particular action strategy for 

change?; 

• How contemporary processes of change are affecting religious identities 

for women and men in different contexts. Do those changes today mean 

new conservatisms or even fundamentalisms?;  

• How migration and/or majority/minority experience differentially impact the 

religious lives both of women and men;  

• New methods to analyse the future of religions, in order to investigate the 

spread of religious practices, as well as the religious mobility of 

women/men, and the (growing?) interrelation of various religious systems. 

 

Abstracts of no more than 400 words (in word attachment) outlining the focus of 

the proposed chapters and the methodological approach employed should be 

submitted to Glenda Bonifacio glenda.bonifacio@uleth.ca, Consuelo Corradi 
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c.corradi@lumsa.it and Elisabetta Ruspini elisabetta.ruspini@unimib.it, no later 

than 31 January 2016. Only original and unpublished works are accepted. 

 

The abstract submissions should include details of name(s), institution and a 

short biographical note. Authors whose abstract are accepted will be required to 

submit their full paper (between 8.000 and 10.000 words) for peer-review no later 

than May, 31 2016. 

 

Enquiries: Glenda Bonifacio and Elisabetta Ruspini 

 

Please note that, due to space constraints, only a limited number of chapters 

(10/12) will be accepted. 

 

 

Below are the general due dates for the various phases of the editorial project: 

December 2015: announcement made for call for abstracts; 

January 31, 2016: 400 word abstracts due; 

March 1, 2016: communication of acceptance of proposed abstracts; 

May 31, 2016: submissions (8.000-10.000 words) due in Word format for peer-

review; 

August 31, 2016: reviewers’ comments on submitted chapters; 

October 15, 2016: final submissions and sending to the Publisher; 

End 2016: uncorrected proofs by the Publisher; 

Late Spring 2017: publication of the book. 
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